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BETTER = KID - CARE

Better Kid Care PD and Resources
for the Latina/o Professional

6,226 Latina/os currently registered in our On
Demand system

56 Spanish-language courses in On Demand

All PA required health and safety courses are
available in Spanish

340 courses—I/T, PS, OST, FCC, Director, Coach:
all Professional Standard areas, CDA

Newsletter, Tips Sheets, Family handouts

g PennState Extension



We’d love to know.....

How do you currently use BKC resources?

What courses do you wish we had?

BETTER - KID - CARE

What courses exist that should be prioritized for translation?

Do you collaborate with your local health department?

Questions about child vaccines?

B PennState Extension
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Questions? Comments?
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@ PennState Extension
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Pennsylvania

A Program of
Pennsylvania Child Care Association
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Pennsylvanial
A Program of
Pennsytvania Child Care Association

T.E.A.C.H. Scholarships

Supports to Help ECE Professionals
Earn a Degree Debt Free!

PACCA

pennsylvania

OFFICE OF CHILD DEVELOPMEMNT
AMD EARLY LEARNING

Fennaylvanin Child Cme &ssocintion

T.E.A.C H. Ealy Chidhood® Pennsylvania is a T.E.A.CH, Eofy Chidhood® Pennsylvania is supported Dy
licensed program of Child Care Services fhee OMNCE OF Chid Development and Eady Leomirng
Association and administered by the [QCDEL} of Bennsyhvamnic's Deosartment of HUrman-Seric e
Pennsyrkania Chid Care Association (FACCA).
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e Today’s Agenda
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« Share information about a unique
program that is ONLY for ECE

Professionals

= Explain how T.E.A.C.H. can help you
graduate with a degree debt free

AND earn more money!

= Discuss higher education options,
considerations for choosing a
college/university & next steps to

enrolling

= Answer questions and help you
create a plan for next steps
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= Nationally: Operating in 24 States

= PA Lead Agency: Pennsylvania Child Care Association
(PACCA)

» Current Funding: Federal
= FY 23-24 Budget: $S4.47 million
= Anticipated # of Slots FY 23-24: 900-1,000

« Staffing: Intake Specialist, Counselors & T.E.A.C.H.
Director
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« Counselors to help you navigate the
scholarship program & higher
education system

« Debt free education

» |Increased knowledge, skills &
confidence

« Increased professional status/earnings
and job satisfaction

“T.E.A.C.H. gave me far more than the opportunity to earn a college education...

it gave me self esteem, self worth and self respect; the same primary goals of

early childhood education. Thank you!”
~ Previous T.E.A.C.H. Recipient
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Comprehensive Scholarships provide support for the ECE workforce to access
college courses and degrees in early childhood education resulting in no
student debt, using a shared cost approach.

College Education requires completion of a specified number of credit hours
per contract at a participating college or university coupled with support from
T.E.A.C.H. counselors who aid recipients in successfully navigating college
processes and finding needed resources to increase core knowledge.

Compensation mandates increased compensation through the provision of a
bonus and/or a raise for recipients who complete their education in a
prescribed period of time to support economic viability of staff.

Commitment Establishes a contract between employee, employer and
T.E.A.C.H. that requires the recipient to remain in the sponsoring program for a
specified period of time (generally a year) after they receive their education to
reduce staff turnover.

Counselor supports each recipient with a state-based T.E.A.C.H. Counselor able
to assist the student in securing a scholarship, navigating the college processes,
setting goals, and monitoring progress and needs.




A T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship Types 23-24
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T.E.A.C.H. provides a variety of scholarships:
» Associate Degree
« Bachelor’s Degree

» Teacher Certification Only (Level | & I/)
» Student Teaching Only (add on model)

» First Step/Last Step Options

A variety of scholarship models are available to meet applicant/employer needs.
Release time & compensation vary by model; details found on scholarship applications.
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Recipient Agrees to:

» Successfully complete 9-15 semester hours each scholarship year
toward an approved degree or credential in Early Childhood
Education,

» Pay a portion of the tuition and books each semester,

» Remain at sponsoring program (or continue to operate family child
care home) for a commitment period.

Sponsoring Employer Agrees to:

» Sponsor employee by contributing the percentages of costs,

 Give paid release time each week to recipient,

» Award either a stipend or raise to recipient upon successful
completion of the scholarship year.

PACCA Agrees to:
» Provide counseling & administrative support for all partners,
» Pay a percentage of tuition and other expenses,

« Maintain accurate financial and program records to ensure the
integrity of the program.
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Participation
« Scholarship contracts are one year/12 months
= Automatically renewed each year; can stop at any time
= Commit to employment for one year after each contract

Financial Supports Provided
= 90% of tuition/approved fees & 75% of book costs covered
= $125 travel stipend each semester
= Paid release time from your employer (up to 90 hrs/semester)
= $600 Bonus or 4% raise EACH year you participate

Recipient Regquirements
= Pay 5% of tuition/fees each semester (540 per 3 credit course)
= Pay 25% of book costs (varies by semester)
« Attend classes & successfully complete 9-15 credits/year
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What is it?

« Paid time off for students to balance college, life,
work & family without losing pay

 Time can be used to attend class, study or handle
personal needs

« Meet with your employer in advance to discuss RT
schedule and have hours approved

» Be creative and flexible with options

« PACCA provides reimbursement to employer for
hours provided
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Any ECE professional who is...

= a PA resident currently employed at a DHS
certified child care program?*
(for at least 6 months to 1 year),

= working 25 hours or more per week,

= earning less than $21.63 per hour
(525 per hour for directors),

= interested in pursuing a T.E.A.C.H. approved
degree in ECE or equivalent,

= committed to remaining in the Early
Childhood Education field.

*Scholarship awards are dependent upon availability of funds & priority of
funders. Other eligibility criteria may apply & are subject to change without
notice,




A% Partner Higher Ed Institutions
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40+ Colleges & Universities

= Direct Billing — students charge tuition and most fees to
PACCA when they register

= Negotiated Tuition Rate — you receive a reduced tuition rate
that is the same at all colleges

= Articulation with Four-year Institutions

List of Partner Institutions
https://www.pacca.org/colleges_universities.php

Considerations
= Degree Focus — Infants/Toddlers, PreK-4 Certification, etc.
= Course Format —online, in person or hybrid
= Articulation — transfer of current or future credits
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1. Identify Goals & Research College Options
» Check out our list of partnering institutions
» Request contact info for an ECE college advisor
*» Develop your timeline

2. Complete College Admissions Process
= Apply to the college (you will have to pay an application fee)
= Meet with an advisor & schedule placement testing or
transcript review (if applicable)

3. Complete & Submit Your T.E.A.C.H. Application
» Download an application at www.pacca.org
= Meet with your employer/director
» Submit your T.E.A.C.H. application ASAP




T Important Timelines
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» T.E.A.C.H. Application Deadlines
« Spring 2024 Application Deadline - Friday, Nov 17"
= Summer 2024 Application Deadline — early April
= Fall 2024 Application Deadline — early July

» College Semester Schedules
« Spring 2024 semesters end mid-May
= Summer 2024 semesters begin early-mid June
« Fall 2024 semesters begin mid-August
« College advisors might have limited availability
over the summer months!




A T.E.A.C.H. Applications
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s https://www.pacca.org/how to apply.php
How to Apply
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= Talk with your employer
« Meet with an ECE Advisor
= Apply to Your College/University

« Apply to T.E.A.C.H.

= Contacta T.E.A.C.H. Counselor with any
questions!

Best of luck in pursuing your educational and career goals.
You CAN and WILL do it!!!
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Contact Us....

T.E.A.C.H. Counselors
teachinfo@pacca.org

https://www.pacca.org/contact teach.php
(717) 657-9000

Teresa Hanna, T.E.A.C.H. Coordinator
teresa.hanna@pacca.org

(717) 862-4871

Laurie Litz, T.E.A.C.H. Director

laurie.litz acca.or

(717) 657-0916 Thank yﬂu!
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